Anyone who has tried to obtain equipment for an elderly or disabled patient will recognize the muddled bureaucracy engendered by a simple request such as for a wheelchair or home modifications for wheelchair access. Michael Mandelstam's book is about obtaining equipment (and home adaptations) which assist people with physical and sensory disabilities in their everyday lives-i.e. to make life easier. The system which provides such equipment in the UK is extremely fragmented. There is frequently a tussle between social services and the National Health Service (NHS) for its funding, made worse by considerable variation in providers from one locality to another.
Mandelstam explains what equipment is available, how it is available and the legal basis for what can be done when things go wrong. That such a topic is of financial importance hardly needs to be stated. For instance, each year the NHS spends about £40 million on artificial limb services while the annual cost of providing incontinence pads and appliances through both NHS trusts and prescription by general practitioners is put at £68 million.
This book provides a comprehensive account of a complex subject, with helpful summaries and key points at the beginning and full references at the end of each chapter. It is divided into four sections: the first provides an overview and discussion of the system of provision, the second describes the provision of equipment and home adaptations by statutory services, while the third explains the legal principles and actions which may be invoked concerning them. In addition to the well known aids and adaptations supplied to elderly people and to those with disabilities for use in the workplace, this section covers those required by children and students with special educational needs, and by war pensioners. The final part consists of an A to Z list of equipment types and which social services are likely to provide them. This is not a book which readily impels the reader starting at the beginning to read nonstop to the end. My overwhelming thought in trying to do just this was why such a complex system of provision of equipment and adaptations could not be simplified and streamlined. However, the book will be particularly useful for those who encounter obstacles with equipment provision; for them the legal aspects will be invaluable. The areas of negligence, contract, breach of statutory duty and judicial review are dearly explained while specific consumer protection and safety legislation are also described.
The law is constantly changing, so any book describing legislation and its many interpretations will soon be outdated. Though its shelf life is therefore limited, this will be a valuable reference book at this time for both purchasers and providers of healthcare, but particularly for those working in geriatric medicine and rehabilitation. Science, 1997 Diseases ofthe Liver and Biliary System has been the standard hepatology textbook for gastroenterologists since the first edition was published in 1955. The first eight editions were the work of Dame Sheila Sherlock alone, but for the two most recent editions Dr James Dooley has joined her as co-author. Ten editions over 42 years represents a remarkable achievement for the senior author and the book's enduring popularity is testimony to its content and style. In those 42 years hepatology has changed from being a small part of gastroenterology to a major discipline in its own right. Diseases of the Liver and Biliary System has managed to encompass all these changes without losing sight of its original objectives of being an informative and current textbook of manageable size.
The ninth edition was published as recently as 1993, but the pace ofprogress in hepatology has been such that a tenth was due. This edition, some 60 pages longer than its predecessor, offers many new references and figures, together with coverage of recent advances in the understanding and treatment of hepatitis C virus infection, newer forms of liver surgery and the use of banding and transjugular intrahepatic portosystemic shunts (TIPS) in the treatment of varices. The discovery and description of hepatitis G virus is included as are details ofthe Wilson's disease gene. Inevitably some advances came too late to be included, the most striking ofwhich is the discovery of the haemochromatosis gene, which has already affected clinical practice and diagnosis.
'Sherlock' has always been a concise textbook and it remains so-only 650 pages long with easy to read text, very clearly drawn figures and many colour plates of histological slides. Despite the modest size, it contrives to be reasonably comprehensive with 35 chapters covering all major areas in hepatology from basic anatomy and physiology to liver transplantation. One of the book's greatest strengths lies in the way that it is extensively referenced throughout with up-to-date papers. The structure, unchanged from previous editions, generally works well; however, the inclusion of a chapter on viral hepatitis and then another on chronic hepatitis including chronic hepatitis B and C seems rather disjointed.
Diseases of the Liver and Biliary System competes with several other hepatology textbooks including Wright's Liver and Biliary Disease, SchiiFs Diseases of the Liver, and the Oford Textbook of ClinicalHepatology. However, it is distinguished from them by its brevity (the others being over 1500 pages) and by the consistency that comes from authorship by two individuals rather than multiple contributors.
The tenth edition provides an excellent introduction to hepatology and will guide interested readers to all the key papers. All hospital libraries and gastroenterologists should have a copy.
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